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ECLECTIC EXHIBITIONS. Tristan Hoare is a London based art dealer and
gallerist with beautiful Georgian premises in a townhouse of the Adam
brothers’ fine architectural Fitzroy Square.

Tristan Hoare, in his time did your father Oliver Hoare have a space in Fitzroy Square?

My father was an Islamic art dealer who started the department at Christie’s and then opened
an independent space. He never had a gallery space, he was a dealer and his clients would come
to him, but towards the end of his life he did a series of exhibitions called Every Object Tells a
Story. One of the exhibitions took place in Fitzroy Square, which is how I discovered this
beautiful area of London which all sorts of interesting artists, writers and characters have lived
in and passed through, including the first director of the National Gallery, Sir Charles Eastlake,
as well as George Bernard Shaw and Virginia Woolf. I love being here and I love the atmosphere
of the square itself.

Do the elegant space and high ceilings of your gallery in Number 6 Fitzroy Square have an effect on
visitors?

It’s enchanting, the opposite of the white cube model. The floors feel old, the ceilings are high,
the proportions absolutely wonderful. When people walk into it to see the exhibitions, the space
and the light are the first things that impact them, they relax and start enjoying the experience.

How did your journey in the art world begin? 

With study and then experience. When I studied History of Art at Edinburgh University the
curriculum was from Egypt until 1900 or so. We touched on Picasso, but no art beyond the 1930s
or 40s. I was also lucky enough to get work experience for three summers in a row at the Louvre
in the department of objets d’art. A series of medieval exhibitions took place when I worked
there, inexperienced and young. What I saw went in without me realising it. My interest in glass
today came from walking through those rooms and listening to the curators and the experts
talking.

Why have you decided to show an eclectic range of contemporary arts in your gallery, not just
paintings but also cultural items, ceramics and photographs? 

That happened over time. A lot of the influence was from my father, seeing how he interacted
with things, listening to the stories he told. I worked with him for three or four years and he was
a finder of rare objects; museums and clients would come and visit him.

Did he teach you to find objects? 

I would say he taught me how to look. It was when I was working for him that I did my own
exhibition in my apartment, and I decided I’d mix things. I borrowed one or two pieces from my
father, but I also borrowed things that I’d seen at contemporary art fairs, of friends, different
artists, and put them together.

“If you work with great artists the
clients will come.”

Fitzroy Square, London
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“I enjoy combining objects and
paintings or two dimensional and three

dimensional works of art. The space
lends itself to that.”
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‘Paolo Colombo & Kiki Smith: Of Birds and Monkeys,’
2020. Tristan Hoare Gallery, London.

‘Peter Schlesinger: Ceramics 1992-2020,’ 2021. Tristan Hoare

Gallery, London.

Seydou Keïta, ‘Young woman wearing a black and white
striped dress,’ 1952. Gelatin Silver Print.

‘Nicolas Lefebvre: Objets Montés,’ 2022. Tristan Hoare Gallery,

London.

‘Folds,’ curated with Omar Mazhar & Flora Hesketh, 2021.

Tristan Hoare Gallery, London.

Pierre Le-Tan, ‘Architectural Fragment in Giallo Antico,’
2018. Ink and gouache on paper.

“It’s exciting to meet an artist whose
work and practice you connect with.”
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