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When Peter Met Eric: An O.G. Love Story
The artists Peter Schlesinger and Eric Boman have been together for 51 years. Theirs is an
epic romance with a star-studded (and name-droppy) origin story.

BY CHRISTOPHER BOLLEN  FEB 22, 2022

A

VIEW THE WHOLE LIST

ll romances have improbable origin stories, but few begin with such a
glamorous set of incidents as the ones that brought together artists Peter
Schlesinger and Eric Boman.

Schlesinger (pictured above in his ceramic studio in New York), born in 1948 in
over-sunny Los Angeles to an insurance agent and a social worker, had always
aimed for a life in the arts. It was while studying painting at UCLA at 18 that he
met his future boyfriend David Hockney, and after graduation Schlesinger moved
with the Pop icon to London to attend art school at the Slade. Meanwhile, Boman,
no less a born bohemian (although his Swedish paternal line traces back through
350 years of Lutheran ministers), made his way to London in 1966 to study
graphic design at the Royal College of Art.

Both exceptionally handsome and talented young men were up to their necks in a
sophisticated milieu of bons vivants and rough-and-tumble creative gypsies that
came to deUne the early 1970s London scene. The two had never met until the
evening of March 16, 1971—Boman remembers the date. “Attention: a long, name-
droppy story,” he warns with his signature sly wit.

According to Boman, Paloma Picasso and Fred Hughes (the business mastermind
behind Andy Warhol) happened to be in town for the premiere of Luchino
Visconti’s Death in Venice. They decided to invite friends to dinner at Mr. Chow in
Knightsbridge after the screening. “Paloma asked Manolo Blahnik and me, and
Fred asked David Hockney and Peter Schlesinger,” Boman recalls. “David was not
interested, so this adorable boy turned up at our table in a camel hair Ossie Clark
coat. Fred had not realized the movie was so long, and we got a good start (and
many screwdrivers) before they arrived.” Schlesinger remembers it as love at Urst
sight, and they’ve been together ever since—which is now 51 years.

In those London days Schlesinger lived in Notting Hill and Boman in Battersea. “It
was a very long commute between us,” Schlesinger says, “by buses or bicycle.” His
primary medium then was painting, but he did carry around a Pentax camera,
shooting friends and familiars. Many of Schlesinger’s candid, painterly snapshots
have come to deUne the stylish, carefree spirit of that era: Warhol and Rex Reed in
the back of a taxi in Monaco, 1974; Amanda Lear tossing her hair through the air
on the photographer’s London terrace in 1973; Robert Mapplethorpe or Peter
Berlin cruising the daylights out of 1970s Paris. There are also plenty of photos of a
boyish, towheaded Swede hanging out on beaches and in parks—Schlesinger’s love
for his subject is palpable in these shots, as the lens lingers on Boman’s beauty and
mysterious gaze.

Eric Boman with Naomi Campbell in 2005 at a signing party for
Boman’s book Blahnik by Boman: The Art of the Shoe.
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As it turned out, Boman too would end up a celebrated photographer. In 1972, on
a lark, he borrowed Schlesinger’s camera to take his Urst photographs for Harpers
& Queen after being assigned an illustration commission by the magazine (an
editor there named Anna Wintour took a shine to him). Soon afterward Boman
was off to India—“I was cheap, had never heard of assistants”—for his Urst Vogue
shoot, which featured Grace Coddington, who also styled it. Boman would make a
bold career out of fashion editorials that pulsed with the excitement of an electric
current throughout the 1970s and ’80s; some of his most memorable shots graced
album covers, speciUcally for Roxy Music and Bryan Ferry.

While Schlesinger’s and Boman’s lives merged, their styles and creative approaches
remained distinctive. “We admired the same photographers but used it differently,”
Boman says. As Schlesinger puts it, “We’re both artists and have that bond in
common, but our careers weren’t competitive because we didn’t do the same thing.
In terms of photography, Eric is very methodical and likes setups. I just snap
pictures, and he doesn’t understand that!”

In 1978 the couple moved to New York, driven out of London partly by its
skyrocketing expense, and a year later they settled in the area where the Flatiron
District meets Chelsea, in a 10th-ioor loft that had once been a girdle factory, with
windows facing north and south. At that time the neighborhood wasn’t even
residentially zoned, much less dotted with stores, and both men recall friends
shaking their heads at the terra incognita of West 20th Street. But the expanse of
raw space allowed them to build separate studios. As Schlesinger says, it was
before the days of the professional photography studio, and Boman, like many
photographers, would do shoots out of the house. Schlesinger’s painting studio was
originally accessible only through their bedroom, “which,” he admits, “made it a
little bizarre when someone would come for a studio visit.”

More than 40 years later the couple still occupy the loft, with
their 11-year-old wirehaired fox terrier Oscar. It’s furnished with
“midcentury international iea market Unds,” as Boman puts it,
including pieces by Edward Wormley, Piero Fornasetti, and Gio
Ponti, along with a few paintings by Schlesinger. In 1982 the
couple purchased a mid-19th-century Greek Revival house near
the beaches of Bellport, on Long Island, and in late spring they
make their annual migration out east for the summer. Schlesinger
has become an expert gardener, and Boman often uses

homegrown ingredients for his own spin on Scandinavian-iniected dishes. For a while
he was even pondering authoring a cookbook with his own still lifes. He’s currently at
work on a book of his black-and-white still lifes from the late ’80s forward, which he
calls “portraits of objects.”

Schlesinger with Isabella Rossellini in 2003 at a signing party for
Schlesinger’s book Checkered Past, a visual diary of the 1960s and
’70s.
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By the mid-1980s Schlesinger had grown disenchanted with painting. “I never
really enjoyed the process of painting,” he says. “I wanted to Und something I did
enjoy.” In 1987 that urge led him to visit a potter friend’s studio, where the
erstwhile painter instantly became enraptured with the elemental tactility of clay.
So began the artist’s third chapter as a master ceramist. Schlesinger converted his
studios in both the city and the country, and in the latter, thanks to a grant,
installed a gas-Ure kiln that allowed him to work on a larger scale and with a more
varied palette of glazes. For the past 35 years his ceramic works have included
vessels, Ugures (a series of vignettes of male nudes and of allegorical scenes), and
organic forms, like agave leaves. “It’s the oldest art form,” he says, “and you can
make so many different sculptures by going in different directions.”

In January Schlesinger opened a solo exhibition at the David Lewis Gallery in New
York. While it isn’t his Urst public showing, it represented his debut, at age 73, as a
ceramist at a leading contemporary gallery. The exhibition mixed a few of Schlesin-
ger’s early pieces with recent works: a behemoth hourglass vessel patterned in a
harlequin checkerboard, an urn tattooed with playful swirls, a vase striped with a
hypnotic free-iowing line of blue and black. Each piece seemed to be a wild
personality gathered in a room for a party, with thrilling conversations ioating
between them.

In any period there are those who make the scene and those who record it. Every
so often, through art, there are those who do both, like Schlesinger and Boman, for
Uve decades and counting.

This story appears in the March 2022 issue of Town & Country.

SUBSCRIBE NOW

Want all the royal news, with none of the malicious
gossip?
Sign up for all the latest updates from our inside sources.

SIGN ME UP.

By signing up, I agree to Hearst Magazines’ Terms of Use (including the dispute resolution procedures); my information will be
used as described in the Privacy Notice.

ERIC BOMAN

ADVERTISEMENT - CONTINUE READING BELOW

ADVERTISEMENT - CONTINUE READING BELOW

A Frida & Diego
Experience

A never-before-seen exhibition dedicated
to the legacy of Frida and Diego

Book Now

Mexican Geniuses

Some of Boman’s most memorable
shots graced album covers,

including Roxy Music’s Country
Life.

ADVERTISEMENT - CONTINUE READING BELOW

A Frida & Diego
Experience

A never-before-seen exhibition dedicated
to the legacy of Frida and Diego

Book Now

Mexican Geniuses

PokerStars - Sponsored

£1,000,000 Epic Draw

Play Now

“Ceramics is the oldest art form.
You can make so many sculptures by

going in different directions.”

Your email address gets you access.

SPONSORED CONTENT FROM AROUND THE WEB

Atopic eczema runs in families, a new
treatment for the whole family
Gladskin Eczema

Doctor Urges: If You Have Arthritis, Do
This Now
Nutravya

1 In 2 Mac Users Are Unaware Of This
Trick To Clean Their Mac.
MacKeeper

Laura Kuenssberg's Famous Husband
Not Many People Know About
Oh!MyMag

This Simple After-dinner Ritual Might
Help You Reduce Body Fat!
healthfactor.io

[Photo] This Is How Luxurious Greta
Thunberg Lives
D o c t o R e p o r t

I have £500,000 - Am I On Track To
Retire Comfortably?
Fisher Investments UK

Discover new spring dresses
Seasalt Cornwall

Recommended by

M O R E  F R O M

IN THE MAGAZINE

Kingspan Timber Solutions Open

Build Your Dream Home

Ad

! " # $ %

Newsletter Contact Us Subscribe Other Hearst Subscriptions

Advertise Online About Us Press Room Customer Service

Town & Country participates in various affiliate marketing programs, which means we may get paid commissions on editorially chosen products purchased through our
links to retailer sites.

Do Not Sell My Personal Information Cookies Choices

A Part of Hearst Digital Media

©2022 Hearst Magazine Media, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Privacy Notice/Notice at Collection  Your California Privacy Rights  Interest-Based Ads  Terms of Use  Site Map

& SUBSCRIBELUXURY STYLE TRAVEL LEISURE SOCIETY SIGN IN

https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/arts-and-culture/a39816253/new-talent-jewelry-portfolio-may-2022/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/tradition/a39800959/farah-pahlavi-interview-2022/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/style/beauty-products/a39709699/best-cosmetic-treatment-guide-2022/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/style/home-decor/a39737970/princess-rita-villa-aurora-caravaggio-battle/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/travel-guide/a39715752/paris-bicycle-health-news/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/money-and-power/a39666708/bill-gross-dale-chihuly-laguna-beach/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/arts-and-culture/a39665712/michael-r-jackson-a-strange-loop-broadway-interview/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/style/jewelry-and-watches/a39752971/ivy-getty-tom-blyth-cover-story-photos/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/arts-and-culture/a39665215/martha-mitchell-gaslit-watergate-true-story-documentary/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/style/beauty-products/a39446598/sisley-home-founder-isabelle-dornano-book-news/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/author/225059/christopher-bollen/
https://shop.townandcountrymag.com/town-country-magazine.html
https://www.hearst.com/-/hearst-com-privacy-notice
https://www.davidlewisgallery.com/exhibitions/peter-schlesinger
https://www.hearst.com/-/hearst-com-terms-of-use
https://www.hearst.com/-/hearst-com-terms-of-use#dispute
https://www.gladskin.co.uk/pages/eczema-study?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=eczema&utm_term=$publisher_name$-$section_name$&utm_content=Gladskin_UK_Eczema_Mobile&obOrigUrl=true
https://shefence-citional.com/9f2b6f47-08c4-4399-be70-872b1406a437?utm_source=ob&utm_campaign=uk_dkFullynewimg_0422&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_content=00039d2d4028e6d9885c7dc8ab1845a20a-Doctor+Urges%3A+If+You+Have+Arthritis%2C+Do+This+Now&t=$ob_click_id$&dt=ob&obOrigUrl=true
https://mackeeper.com/link/a8b3aae0-94a9-11ec-bc3e-127369ec21d1?tid_ext=1+In+2+Mac+Users+Are+Unaware+Of+This+Trick+To+Clean+Their+Mac.;$section_name$;$publisher_name$;$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://news.ohmymag.co.uk/celeb/laura-kuenssberg-is-the-first-woman-to-be-bbcs-political-editor-her-husband-might-look-familiar_art11544.html?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=pmo_article_desktop_desktop_laura&obOrigUrl=true
https://go.safeclicklink.com/27849296-032b-4c59-9bf9-f73558359328?obclickid=$ob_click_id$&ad=00c961027aa3a84627d6a27787d4d22c27&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&publisherid=$publisher_id$&publishername=$publisher_name$&adtitle=This+Simple+After-dinner+Ritual+Might+Help+You+Reduce+Body+Fat%21&device=$device$&geo=%7Bgeo%7D&obclickid=$ob_click_id$&ad=00c961027aa3a84627d6a27787d4d22c27&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&publisherid=$publisher_id$&publishername=$publisher_name$&adtitle=This+Simple+After-dinner+Ritual+Might+Help+You+Reduce+Body+Fat%21&geo=%7Bgeo%7D&widg=%7Bwidg%7D&obOrigUrl=true
https://r1-usc1.zemanta.com/rp2/b1_cnsnt=CPYLxxgPYLxxgAcABBENCNCkAP_AAH_AACiQItsBBS5EATFCcGJ5EqsAcIAHQFBAYWACAAEAgAAACAAAIIwEAEASMECAAAACGAYAIAIBAAAAEABQQEAAQAABAAFAKACEAAAAIAIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAQAAEACAhAACAAAAgAAAAAIAQEAABAAAAAAAAAgEAIAAAAAAAAAACAIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAgB_gizA-AAqABcADIAHAAQAAuABkADQAHIAPAAfQBEAEUAJgATwApABWAC6AF8AMQAbQA5gB-AEIAI4ATgApQBYgDCAGWAOcAfoBA4CDgIQARYAjABHACUwFoAWkAuoBgQDFAGfANoAbwA4gB1ADyAJBAU0ArsBeYDBAGSAMsAZeAz4BpoDVQHAAOCAcWBFkAAA.f_gAD_gAAAAA&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.fisherinvestments.com/en-gb/campaigns/when-to-retire/iz?v=&PC=OUTOT99EI5&CC=UKWK&alleycode=XX&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=Native&utm_campaign=RONFullyAutomated_Desktop&utm_term=$publisher_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.seasaltcornwall.com/new-arrivals/all-new-arrivals?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=20220412_SS22-L3_WK10_Desktop&utm_content=Discover+new+spring+dresses&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.facebook.com/TownandCountryMagazine
https://twitter.com/TandCmag
https://www.pinterest.com/tandcmag/
https://www.instagram.com/townandcountrymag/
https://www.youtube.com/c/townandcountrymag?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/
https://link.townandcountrymag.com/join/3oi/toc-newsletter
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/about/contact-us
https://join.townandcountrymag.com/pubs/HR/TOC/TOC1_Plans.jsp?cds_page_id=259133&cds_mag_code=TOC&cds_tracking_code=footer
https://w1.buysub.com/pubs/HR/A14/Hearst_Subscription_LP.jsp?cds_mag_code=A14&cds_page_id=257255
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/about/a4397/advertise-online
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/about/a825/about-us/
https://www.hearst.com/news
https://service.townandcountrymag.com/login?redirect=%2F
https://optout.hearstmags.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=A99&cds_page_id=246801&client_id=3lf2iutm4pslkdjneknqp075ir
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/a39024294/peter-schlesinger-eric-boman-relationship/#
https://www.hearst.com/-/us-magazines-privacy-notice
https://www.hearst.com/-/us-magazines-privacy-notice#_ADDITIONAL_INFO
https://www.hearst.com/-/us-magazines-privacy-notice#_INTEREST_BASED
https://www.hearst.com/-/us-magazines-terms-of-use
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/sitemap/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/
https://join.townandcountrymag.com/pubs/HR/TOC/TOC1_Plans.jsp?cds_page_id=259133&cds_mag_code=TOC&cds_tracking_code=topnav
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/style/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/travel-guide/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/auth/csrf?action=login&return_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.townandcountrymag.com%2Fsociety%2Fa39024294%2Fpeter-schlesinger-eric-boman-relationship%2F

